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We, the participants in the National conference entitled “Energy strategy of the Republic of Bulgaria – analysis and proposals“:
· discussed various aspects related to the Draft Energy Strategy of the Republic of Bulgaria until 2020 proposed by the Ministry of the Economy and Energy and in particular those related to action against climate change, energy efficiency, renewable energy sources and the effect of the strategy on the development of Bulgaria;
· noted serious shortcomings in the proposed document including a misconceived assessment of the initial situation on which the strategy is based, extensive state support favouring large energy sector projects and a lack of clear strategic action to develop energy efficiency and RES (renewable energy sources);
· noted a total disregard of possibilities to support an innovative economy and in particular innovations related to low-carbon energy;
We, the participants, reached agreement and a common understanding that significant changes are needed in the approach taken for adoption of the energy strategy of Bulgaria and in the goals, priorities and strategic decisions set out in the strategy itself;
· Bulgaria needs an up-to-date and modern low-carbon energy strategy in line with effective policies to counteract climate change. Such a strategy should comply with the accepted strategic planning standards of the EU. It should stipulate the intervals at which it is to be revised in view of the goals achieved in a given period of time. For this purpose, a number of alternative proposals should be put forward for analysis, based on the same data and with a predetermined number of clearly formulated goals from which to select proposals that match the criteria;   
· The strategy should stipulate clear mechanisms for the use of public and external funds in the energy sector. It is extremely important to ensure mechanisms to provide financial support for scientific, applied scientific and investment proposals. At the same time it should be clearly indicated that projects based on fossil fuels, nuclear energy and large hydro power plants cannot be funded or indirectly supported by public funding;
· The strategy should be accompanied by additional analyses, in particular: 
√ impact assessment analysis;

√ analysis of the macroeconomic impact of the strategy



√ environmental impact assessment


√ social impact assessment


√ cost-benefit analysis 
· The strategy should be in line and comply with a national sustainable development strategy for Bulgaria, a national energy efficiency strategy and and innovation strategy, none of which have yet been published;
· The strategy should take into account and develop energy efficiency in the energy sector itself;

· The strategy should comply with common European goals for counteracting climate change and provide opportunities for Bulgaria to contribute to their achievement and assist in maintaining the leading role of the EU in this field by adopting more ambitious GHG (greenhouse gas) emissions reduction targets;
· The strategy should promote genuine liberalisation of the energy market, putting forward detailed, budgeted and scheduled plans to address energy poverty;
· The strategy should improve opportunities for decentralized decision making and remove obstacles to local initiatives, including energy independent communities;
· The strategy should fundamentally review the institutional framework of the energy sector;
· The strategy should clarify the future participation of Bulgaria in international cooperation to change existing or create new mechanisms under the UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change) after 2012, allocating a more important role to RES;
· The strategy should include a section on public information in line with Art. 6 of the UNFCCC;
· The strategy should provide opportunities for support to decentralized, energy efficient solutions in the household, social services, industry, transport, agriculture and other sectors;
· Compulsory standards for the use of RES should be introduced in the design of publicly funded investment projects;
· Energy sector development, including RES, should comply with biodiversity protection standards under Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds, Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora and the Water Framework Directive.
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